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http://o c g s . c o u . o n . c a /Ca n a d i a n  c o n s t i t u t i o n  – ( h i g h e r )  
e d u c a t i o n  i s  e x c l u s i v e  p r o v i n c i a l  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
• P r o v i n c i a l  g o v e r n m e n t s :

– Au t h o r i z e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  t o  a w a r d  d e g r e e s
• A c a d e m i c  a u t o n o m y

– Pr o v i d e  o p e r a t i n g  f u n d i n g
– Es t a b l i s h  r e g u l a t o r y  r e q u i r e m e n t s

• N o  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c c r e d i t a t i o n
– On t a r i o  h a s  OCGS  p r o g r a m  a p p r a i s a l  p r o c e s s
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ADMISSION
• B a s i s  o f  a d m i s s i o n  ( c r i t e r i a )

– Ac a d e m i c  p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  m a s t e r ’ s  ( GPA)
– Re f e r e n c e  l e t t e r s
– Re s e a r c h  e x p e r i e n c e / p o t e n t i a l
– “ F i t ”  w i t h  p r o g r a m / f a c u l t y  s t r e n g t h s
– W i l l i n g n e s s  o f  a  s u p e r v i s o r  ( s o m e  p r o g r a m s )
– Us u a l l y  n o t  GRE
– En g l i s h  l a n g u a g e  f l u e n c y
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R E L AT IONSH IP  T O MAST E R ’ S
• R o u t e  t o  d o c t o r a t e  i s  v i a  m a s t e r ’ s

– Ad m i s s i o n  o n  b a s i s  o f  p r i o r  m a s t e r ’ s  d e g r e e
– Tr a n s f e r  f r o m  m a s t e r ’ s  
– No t  d i r e c t  e n t r y  f r o m  b a c h e l o r ’ s  d e g r e e

• E x c e p t  i n  e x c e p t i o n a l  c a s e s
• B u t  c o m p e t i t i v e  p r e s s u r e s
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DOCTOR AL STU DENT POPU LATION 1
• I n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t s

– Co m p l i c a t i o n s :
• P o s s i b l y  n o  p r o v i n c i a l  o p e r a t i n g  f u n d i n g
• I n a d e q u a t e  d o m e s t i c  a p p l i c a n t  p o o l  ( s o m e  d i s c i p l i n e s )

– Nu m b e r s
• A p p r o x  1 / 3  d o c t o r a l  e n r o l m e n t  ( 1 9 9 0 -p r e s e n t )
• 2 0 -2 5 %  H u m a n i t i e s ,  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e s ,  E d u c a t i o n
• O v e r  5 0 %  C o m p u t e r  S c i e n c e ,  M a t h e m a t i c s ,  E n g i n e e r i n g
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DOCTOR AL STU DENT POPU LATION 2
• G e n d e r

– In c r e a s i n g  f e m a l e  e n r o l m e n t
• M a j o r i t y  u n d e r g r a d u a t e ,  m a s t e r ’ s
• I n c r e a s i n g  d o c t o r a l  ( 1 9 9 0  3 5 . 5 % ;   2 0 0 1  4 6 % )

– Di s c i p l i n e s
• M a j o r i t y  f e m a l e  i n  E d u c a t i o n ,  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e s
• P a r i t y  i n  H u m a n i t i e s
• M i n o r i t y  i n  s c i e n c e s ,  e n g i n e e r i n g  ( b u t  i n c r e a s i n g )

– Do c t o r a l  d e g r e e s  a w a r d e d
• I n c r e a s i n g  %  f e m a l e  ( 1 9 9 0  3 0 % ,  2 0 0 1  4 5 % )
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DOCTOR AL STU DENT POPU LATION 3
• F u l l  t i m e /  P a r t  t i m e

– Ov e r w h e l m i n g l y  f u l l  t i m e
– No  m o r e  t h a n  1 0 %  e x c e p t  i n  Ed u c a t i o n  
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DOCTOR AL STU DENT POPU LATION 4
• S o c i o -e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s

– Pu b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  p o l i c y  r e  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y
– 4  d e s i g n a t e d  g r o u p s
– F a m i l y  i n c o m e

• L o w e s t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  r a t e  i n  b o t t o m  q u a r t i l e
• R e l a t e d  t o  t u i t i o n  ( i n c r e a s i n g  %  r e v e n u e )  a n d  d e b t
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T U IT ION F E E S
• V a r i e s  b y  p r o v i n c e ,  u n i v e r s i t y
• D o m e s t i c  s t u d e n t s

– Mo s t  a b o u t  $ 5 0 0 0  ( r a n g e  2 0 0 0 -6 0 0 0 )
• P l u s  a n c i l l a r y  f e e s  ( m o s t  $ 4 0 0 -6 0 0 )  ( s o m e  1 0 0 0 -1 2 0 0 )

• I n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t s
– S o m e  p r o v i n c e s  s a m e  a s  d o m e s t i c  
– Mo s t  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  - $ 1 5 , 0 0 0
– ( p l u s  s a m e  a n c i l l a r y  f e e s )
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F INANC IAL  SU P P OR T
• P a c k a g e  i n c l u d e s :

– In t e r n a l / e x t e r n a l  s c h o l a r s h i p s
• D o m e s t i c ;  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

– Te a c h i n g  a s s i s t a n t s h i p  ( TA)
– S t i p e n d  f r o m  r e s e a r c h  g r a n t s  ( RA)

• M i n i m u m  g u a r a n t e e d  f u n d i n g  ( e .g . t u i t i o n  +  
$ 1 0 0 0  p e r  m o n t h )

• C o m p e t i t i v e  r e c r u i t m e n t
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SOC IO-L E G AL  ST AT U S 1
• T r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  s t u d e n t  t o  i n d e p e n d e n t  
r e s e a r c h e r / c o l l e a g u e

• D o c t o r a l  s t u d e n t  i s  m a t u r e  a d u l t
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SOL IO-L E G AL  ST AT U S 2
• S t u d e n t  v  e m p l o y e e  - T A

– Un i o n i z a t i o n
– Ad v e r s a r i a l  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  v  a c a d e m i c  
c o l l e g i a l i t y
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L E G AL  R IG H T S/ R E SP ONSIB IL IT IE S
• N o  p a r t i c u l a r  l e g a l  s t a t u s  a p a r t  f r o m  s t u d e n t  
• P u b l i c  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  ( p r o v i n c i a l )

– Do m e s t i c  – i n t e r n a t i o n a l
– S u p p l e m e n t a r y  b e n e f i t s  f r o m  e m p l o y m e n t  o r  g r o u p

• U n e m p l o y m e n t  i n s u r a n c e  ( f e d e r a l )  – n .a .
• P a r e n t a l / m e d i c a l  l e a v e

– Em p l o y m e n t
– S t u d e n t  s t a t u s

• A c a d e m i c  r i g h t s / r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s
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SU P E R V ISOR Y  R E L AT IONSH IP S
• F o r m a l  – p r i n c i p a l  s u p e r v i s o r  +  c o m m i t t e e

– S o m e t i m e s  i n  a d m i s s i o n  p r o c e s s
– S o m e t i m e s  a f t e r  1 -2  y e a r s  ( a f t e r  c o u r s e w o r k  +  
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  e x a m i n a t i o n s )

• D i s s e r t a t i o n  p r o p o s a l  – a p p r o v e d  b y  s u p e r v i s o r  
a n d  g r a d u a t e  d e a n

• I n t e l l e c t u a l  p r o p e r t y  p o l i c i e s  ( i n v e n t o r  o w n e d )
– S t u d e n t -s u p e r v i s o r  a g r e e m e n t  r e  o w n e r s h i p

• I n t e l l e c t u a l  c o m m u n i t y


